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REHOBOTH TO HEAR FUTCHER FARM ANNEXATION REQUEST
April 25 — May 1, 2003
By Trish Vernon

The Rehoboth Beach Board of Commissioners will have an interesting proposal
to discuss at the Monday, May 5, workshop session.

Rebay, LLC the contract purchasers of the 195 — acre parcel know as the Futcher
Farm on the west side of the Lewes-Rehoboth Canal, will present a proposal to annex the
land into the city as a potential subdivision.

The land lies adjacent to the City of Rehoboth Beach because it annexed both side
of the canal in the 1970s.

If annexed, the proposal features a relief route built by the developers from
Church Street at Rehoboth Avenue Extended, past Canal Corkran, through the Futcher
property, ending at Glade Road. This would allow quick access and public work vehicles.

The developers would benefit by annexation because Rehoboth Beach’s density
per dwelling unit is higher than Sussex County’s. Sussex allows 6 units per acre for
single family dwellings, while Rehoboth Beach’s minimum lot size is 5,000 square feet.

The potential map of the development provided to the city shows 112 acres for
single family unit; 20 acres for condominiums; 16 acres for townhomes; and 12 acres for
commercial use, which is adjacent to the properties along the east side of Sandalwood
Drive.

What would the city gain by annexing the development? Besides a relief road to
the city, the developers would provide a variety of housing.

An information sheet for their engineering firm of Bowen, Davis and Friedel
states annexation would “allow the city to designate zoning to reflect the small town
neighborliness of the existing community while providing for a mixture of housing types”
and provide commercial establishments to serve the residents. It would also be an
additional “downtown” area with pedestrian character.

“If we did annex, we probably wouldn’t allow density of this type to occur. |
don’t think anyone in the city wants to see it developed under our existing code. We’d
want the lots to be larger and since it’s still farm land we could dictate how the
development is planned through our subdivision ordinance,” Mayor Sam Cooper said.

“The developers said they are receptive to architectural input so we could dictate
a type of housing that would be different from most of the developments surrounding us,”
he added.

The report states that annexation would allow for better connectivity of a potential
walk on both sides of the canal as well as a park and open space for trees and plantings.

The city would see additional revenue through annexation, including parks meters
and residential parking permits, building permit fees, transfer taxes and property taxes.



Transfer fees alone would bring in an estimated $13.362 million, while additional
property taxes would amount to an estimated $1.934 million and building permit fees at
$2.652 million for city coffers.

The procedure for annexation begins with the commissioners, who can vote to
take the proposal to public hearing should they choose to do so.

Following the hearing, the proposal would go to public referendum, with a
majority vote needed on both City of Rehoboth Beach voters and, in this case, the owner
of the parcel in question.

“We’ll have Rebay give a presentation to the board and see if there’s any interest
in the proposal,” Cooper said. “If there’s sentiment to proceed, we’ll look at it further.”

This article was retyped on 07/06/04 by Ocean Atlantic Associates




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


